
Noema seeks original essays that have a clear, focused thesis and spend the length of the 
piece explaining and defending that thesis. To ensure that your essay is sharply organized 
around the thesis (and isn’t trying to take on too much), please include subheadlines (three 
words, give or take) – we may decide to cut them, but having a sort of outline helps discipline 
the writer and editor. Our sweet spot for word count is between 2500-4000 words. Full 
guidelines, including a model pitch and our AI policy, can be found at: 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Hu8dZS6s6HhT3mYeVmTZS0KyMJama4xtURsZPRj81s
Y/edit 
 
Rates  

Noema generally pays $3,000 for first-time writers for the magazine. Returning writers may get a 
higher rate. Depending on the story, the writer, their experience level, etc the rate may also 
change. 
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