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COVID-19 
vaccines
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COVID-19 Vaccination rates are low in all groups
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Vaccination coverage for 2025-26 vaccine*: 
Children:  <10%
Pregnant individuals: 11%
Adults ≥18 years: 178%
Adults ≥65 years**: 23%

Lower in Hispanic and Black individuals

https://www.cdc.gov/covidvaxview/weekly-dashboard/index.html; ** As of May 2026. **Among adults enrolled in Medicare fee-for-
service program.

https://www.cdc.gov/covidvaxview/weekly-dashboard/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/covidvaxview/weekly-dashboard/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/covidvaxview/weekly-dashboard/index.html


Myth: COVID-19 
isn’t a major 
problem any more 
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https://www.cdc.gov/covid/php/surveillance/burden-estimates.html

• Fact: COVID-19 contributes to hundreds of 
thousands of hospitalizations and thousands of 
deaths in the US each year, most in adults ≥65 
years

• COVID-19 causes heart attacks, strokes and 
heart failure

• Vaccines reduce hospitalization risk



Myth: My baby is 
healthy, so doesn’t 
need a COVID-19 
vaccine
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Fact: Infants and children <2 are at high 
risk for COVID-19 hospitalization 
because of their age alone. 

Infants <6 months protected by 
maternal vaccine during pregnancy 
(ACOG recommendation)

American Academy of Pediatrics 
recommends COVID-19 vaccine for:
• All infants and children ages 6 – 23 

months
• Children ages 2-18 years in certain 

risk groups
• Other children 2 - 18 years not at 

increased risk whose parent or 
guardian desires protection should be 
offered a COVID-19 vaccine.

https://publications.aap.org/pediatrics/article/doi/10.1542/peds.2026-079045/208785/Recommendations-for-COVID-19-
Vaccines-in-Infants



Myth: COVID-19 
vaccines aren’t 
safe in 
pregnancy
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Fact: COVID-19 vaccines have been 
extensively studied in pregnancy and are 
considered safe. 

FACT: COVID-19 can be dangerous for 
both mothers and babies during 
pregnancy. 

ACOG recommendation: COVID-19 
vaccination at any time during pregnancy

Pregnant individuals are at higher risk for 
severe outcomes from COVID-19

Vaccination during pregnancy protects 
infants <6 months who are too young 
to be vaccinated 

ACOG: American College of Obstetrics and Gynecology. https://www.acog.org/clinical-information/physician-
faqs/covid-19-faqs-for-ob-gyns-obstetrics
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https://www.ama-assn.org/system/files/respiratory-virus-immunization-recommendations.pdf

COVID-19
immunization 
recommendations



RSV vaccines
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RSV is the leading cause of 
hospitalization in U.S. infants

Two ways to protect babies: 

Vaccinate mother during pregnancy (ACOG)
One-time RSV vaccine in first eligible pregnancy if 32-36 
weeks pregnant, given between September 1 and March 1

Monoclonal antibodies (nirsevimab and 
clesrovimab) (AAP)
• All infants <8 months, if no protection from RSV vaccine 

during pregnancy 
• Children 8-19 months in certain risk groups
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Before RSV immunizations, 

58,000 – 80,000 children <5 

were hospitalized in the US 

each year from RSV

Highest risk in young infants

New products  dramatically 

reduce risk of hospitalization 

in infants



RSV is under-
recognized in adults 

• Frequent cause of severe respiratory 
illness in older adults

• Lower awareness of RSV in adults among 
healthcare providers and the public

• Vaccines first available in 2023
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https://www.cdc.gov/rsv/php/surveillance/burden-estimates.html



Adult RSV Recommendations
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WHO: 
• AAFP: 

• All adults ≥75 years
• Adults 50-74 years at increased risk 

for severe RSV disease
• IDSA: Immunocompromised persons ≥18 

years (<18 years shared decision making)
• ACOG: Pregnant persons at 32-36 weeks’ 

gestation to prevent RSV in infants aged <6 
months between Sept 1 and March 1 
(Pfizer vaccine only)] 

WHAT: 
• Single dose (not an annual vaccine)
• 3 licensed vaccines

https://www.ama-assn.org/amaone/vaccine-recommendations



When do adults need another RSV shot? 

• Entering 4th season with RSV vaccines available
• Vaccine protection wanes over multiple seasons 

What about adults ages 18-49 (and older 
children) with high-risk medical 
conditions? 

• FDA-approved vaccines for high-risk adults 18-49
• No routine recommendation for this group 
• IDSA recommendation: 

• 1 dose immunocompromised adults 18-49
• Immunocompromised children <18: Shared 

clinical decision
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https://www.ama-assn.org/system/files/respiratory-virus-immunization-recommendations.pdf

Respiratory Virus 
Immunization 
Recommendations 



Thank you
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Three RSV vaccines approved for adults in the U.S. 

Vaccine Manufacturer Type Year FDA approval

60 years 50 – 59 years 
increased risk

18-49 years 
increased risk

Pregnant 
persons

Abrysvo* Pfizer Subunit 2023 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Arexvy* GSK Subunit 2023 ✓ ✓ ✓

mResvia Moderna mRNA 2024 ✓ ✓ ✓

15Abrysvo: https://www.fda.gov/media/168889/download; Arexvy: https://www.fda.gov/media/167805/download; 
Arexvy: https://www.fda.gov/media/167805/download
mResvia: https://www.fda.gov/files/vaccines%2C%20blood%20%26%20biologics/published/Package-Insert-MRESVIA_1.pdf

*WARNINGS and PRECAUTIONS: The results of a postmarketing observational study suggest an increased risk of 
Guillain-Barré syndrome during the 42 days following vaccination with AREXVY and ABRYSVO.

https://www.fda.gov/media/167805/download
https://www.fda.gov/files/vaccines%2C%20blood%20%26%20biologics/published/Package-Insert-MRESVIA_1.pdf
https://www.fda.gov/files/vaccines%2C%20blood%20%26%20biologics/published/Package-Insert-MRESVIA_1.pdf
https://www.fda.gov/files/vaccines%2C%20blood%20%26%20biologics/published/Package-Insert-MRESVIA_1.pdf
https://www.fda.gov/files/vaccines%2C%20blood%20%26%20biologics/published/Package-Insert-MRESVIA_1.pdf
https://www.fda.gov/files/vaccines%2C%20blood%20%26%20biologics/published/Package-Insert-MRESVIA_1.pdf


COVID-19 vaccines approved for adults in the U.S. 
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https://www.aafp.org/assets/image/upload/v1788277985/pdf_2026_through_2027_influenza_rsv_sars_covid_2_guidance.pdf
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